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'Th E apprehenſion that ſome parts of the following Diſcourſe may 
have drawn upon its Author the cenſure of ſome for whom he feels 
affection, has operated with him as one inducement, among others, to 
permit it to be made more public. He cannot but hope that a cool, 
deliberate peruſal of it, and a conſideration, at the ſame time, of the 
intereſting nature of the facts therein related, and the deep impreſſion 
they- muſt have made on the ſpeaker's mind, who had contemplated 
them in all their diſtreſſing conſequences to his religion and country, 
will effectually efface all unfavourable impreſſions, and produce con- 
viction that his zeal was honeſt, ſeaſonable and well founded. 


Ir muſt appear ſtrange to a man who has impartially marked the 
career of abominations which the French government have purſued 
for ſeveral years paſt, that they ſhould ſtill find advocates among ſome 
Americans, who in the eye of charity are conſidered. as ſincere in their 
profeſſion of Chriſtianity. Moſt willingly would the Author invent, for 
any ſuch among his Chriſtian Brethren, apologies which may in ſome 
degree excuſe, though they can never zuftify, their encouraging the 
enemies of GoD and religion. It is not difficult to conceive that ſome 
perſons of this deſcription may yet poſſeſs honeſt and good hearts. It 
ſhould nevertheleſs be remembered, that the moſt virtuous propenſities 
of our nature, when miſguided: by prejudice, paſſion, and miſrepreſen- 
tation of facts, ſometimes degenerate into the molt dangerous vices. 
Of this nature is the attachment which ſome among us continue to 
cheriſh for the French Revolutioniſts. This originated in gratitude 
for benefits. conferred by the French Monarchy ; and gratitude cannot 
thrive in a cold, ungenerous foil. Good wiſhes to the French had be- 
come habitual in the boſoms of Americans. And no one felt them 
more ſtrongly than the Author of the following Diſcourſe, till he be- 
came acquainted with the hiſtory of their perfidies ; till their crimes 
rouſed his indignation, and conſcience forbad that he ſhould look with 
partiality on the profeſſed enemies of Gcop, and the inſidious deſtroyers 
of men. Thoſe who were in ſituations moſt favourable for early diſ- 
covering the atrocity of the French rulers, perhaps once looked on him 
with the ſame mixture of wonder and compaſſion, with which he now 
regards thoſe of his Chriſtian friends, whoſe prejudices and want of in- 
formation, even now inflame them with honeſt, miſguided: zeal in the 
cauſe of the French Revolutioniſts. He flatters himſelf, however, that 
he did not obſtipately refuſe information, and ſhut his eyes againſt the 


light ; 


iv AK ETA cx. 


light; that he did not ſuffer his reſentment againſt the Britich nation 
for injuries ſuſtained during our Revolutionary war, to lead him to 
ſupport the revilers of 60D, becauſe they were alſo the foes of Britain. 
It is to be feared that there are ſome among us, and even Chriſtians 
too, who cannot ſay thus. But it ought to be ſolemnly remembered 
that we are accountable to 60D for the uſe and improvement we make 
of our underſtanding ; that errors are excufable, only when the means 
of information cannot be enjoyed; and that a chriſtian who refuſes to 
hear and read with candour, and to examine with care and diligence, 
and in conſequence of ſuch refuſal ignorantly adheres to the cauſe of 
injuſtice and irreligion, and thereby aids in deſtroying chriſtian piety 
and human happineſs, commits aggravated fin againſt Gon, and does 
terrible injury to men. 


With theſe impreſſions the Author thought it his duty to paint 
ſtrongly the atrocities of the French Revolutioniſts ; to labour if poſſi- 
ble to arreſt the attention of the people to whom he miniſters, whoſe 
welfare he has deeply at heart, and to lead them to ſerious, candid, and 
ſolemn inquiry. He confeſſes that his own fears, in view of the wonder- 
ful prevalence of licentious principles, and the open and ſecret attacks 
too ſucceſsfully made on our holy religion, are thoroughly alarmed ; 
and he conceived the only proſpect of effecting our ſalvation, ſo far as 
depends on ourſelves, was to alarm the fears of others, and thus rouſe 
them to an induſtrious uſe of the means of ſelf preſervation. Under 
theſe impreſſions and with this intention, he compoſed and delivered his 
diſcourſe ; and he believes that events will in a very ſhort time evince, 
that he has not ſounded either an undue or unſeaſonable alarm. If in 
the honeſt and faithful diſcharge of his duty, he ſhall have loſt ſome of 
his worldly friends (which, however, he does not believe) or ſhall have 


even made to himſelf ſome unreaſonable enemies, he feels conſcious that 


he has incurred theſe temporary evils in the line of his duty, and he 
will endeayour to bear them with a becoming fortitude. ; 


To thoſe who are offended at the plain declaration of the truth, he 
will fay with PeTex and Joux, when commanded not to ſpeak, 
„ WHETHFR IT BE RIGHT IN THE SIGHT OF GOD, TO HEARKEN 
UNTO YOU MORE THAN UNTO GOD, JUDGE YE,” 0 ; 
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SERMON Oe. 


PSALM N. z. 


IF THE FOUNDATIONS BE DESTROYED, WHAT CAN. 
THE RIGHTEOUS DO? 


4 


HE hiſtory of David, of his ſins, of his conſequent af- 
flictions, and of his behaviour under them, was written 

and tranſmitted down to us in the volume of Sacred Scripture, 
for our warning, inſtruction, and conſolation. - The perſonal 
trials and ſufferings of David, in many inſtances reſemble, and 
were intended to prefigure, thoſe of the Church; and ſhe 
accordingly often uſes his language to expreſs her condition, 
her complaints, and her reſolutions. 'The enemies of David, 
of Chriſt his Antitype, and of the Church, have ever poſſeſſed 
ſimilar diſpoſitions, have had in view fimilar deſigns, and in like 
circumſtances, have adopted and purſued the fame means of 
gratifying the former, and of accompliſhing the latter. It is 
no leſs our wiſdom than our duty to learn from the experience 
of others. | : vr” 
The pſalm from which we have ſelected the text, ſeems 
peculiarly adapted to warn, inſtruct, and comfort us in the 
preſent times of ſerious alarm and of real danger. It was 
compoſed by David, while he was in great peril and dittreſs 
from the perſecuting hand of Saul. It contains a recital of 
the advice which he appears to have reccived from ſome of his 
friends, or thoſe about him, to flee and hide himſelf from the 
deſtructive ſnares of his enemies; and alſo of the rcatons on 
which they founded their advice; aud a declaration of his 
own determination, and of the ſtrong grounds of his hope, 
conſolation 
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66) 
conſolation and encouragement. In conſideration of the num- 
ber, the malignity, the ſecret artifices, the perſeverance, and 
ſucceſs of his enemies, he is urged by thoſe about him, to give 
up all further oppoſition to them as unavailing, and to retreat 
to ſome cave in the lonely mountain. How ſay ye to my ſoul, 
faith David to his adviſers, flee as a bird to the mountain? For 
lo, the wicked bend their bow ; they make ready their arrow upon 
the flrong, that they may privily ſhoot at the upright in heart.“ 
The enemies of David are here repreſented truly, no doubt, 
as wicked and inſidious 3 as ſecretly machinating plots to de- 
ſtroy both his character and his life; and as ejecting their 
poiſoned arrows in the dark, ſo as to prevent his guarding 
againſt their effects. Whoever will be at the pains to read 
the hiſtory of Saul's perſecution of David, will be convinced 
of the accuracy of the foregoing repreſentation. 

THE words of the text, which immediately follow the laſt 
recited verſe, may be conſidered as a further deſcription, of 
the real ſtate of things, deſigned effectually to diſcourage and 
diſſuade David from making any farther efforts to fave his 
ſinking country. If the foundations be defliroyed, what can the 
righteous do *—If RELIGION and GOVERNMENT, the foun- 
dations here meant, be ſubverted and overthrown, what could 
the beſt of men, however righteous their cauſe, hope to do 


to any good effect in ſuch a ſtate of things? There appears 
to be a plauſibility in this reaſoning. Few men, ſituated like 


David, could have withſtood its force. 
try torn with inteſtine diviſions ; he ſaw hatred and violence 
prevailing ; ; confidence ek man and man deſtroyed ; 


He beheld his coun- 


treacheries common z government and laws deſpifed and tram- | 


pled upon ; religion neglected, and its holy precepts con- 
temned; its moſt worthy and faithful minifters, not only 
flighted, but four ſcore and five of them at one time, cruelly 
maſſacred by the exprefs order of the king; in a word, he 
beheld the foundations of religion and government in a ftate 
of rapid decay, and could not but have preſaged their ſpeedy | 
and u ter ſubverſion, if not prevented by a timely reverſe of | 
circumſtances. Not only was the ſtate of his country, as to 


its government and religion, gloomy and diſtreſſing, his per- 
ſonal condition alfo, was cxtremely painful and hazardous. 
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He knew that Saul ſecreily practiſed miſchief againſt him ; that 
he hunted his ſoul to take it; that his ſecret emiſſaries watched 
all his movements, and that Saul was kept conſtantly inform- 
ed of them. He knew alſo that his friends were afraid to 
protect him. Trying indeed muſt have been the ſituation of 
David; and Chriſtians, at the preſent time, whoſe views 
and feelings in reſpect to their religion and country bear re- 
ſemblance to thoſe of the pious and afflicted Pſalmiſt, muſt 
be anxious to know how he conducted. He did © not, at 
e the inſtigation of thoſe about him, like a poor, timorous 
“ bird, either fly for refuge to the devices of worldly wiſ- 
« dom; nor did he deſert: his poſt, and retire into ſolitude,” 
ſo long as he could be of ſervice to the cauſe of Go or of 
his country. No, at the period of his deepeſt diſtreſs, when 
affairs ſeemed to be in a deſperate ſituation, he encouraged him- 
felf in the Lord his God.“ In the Lord, ſaid he, put I my 
truſt. ' The Lord is in his holy temple ; the Lord's throne is in 
the heaven. | His eyes behold, and his eyelids try the children of 
men. The Lord trieth the righteous ; but the wicked and him 
that loveth violence, his foul hateth. - Upon the wicked ſball he 
rain ſnares, or burning coals, fire and brimſtone and an horrible 
tempeſt : this Hall be the portion of their cup. For the rig bte- 
ous LORD loveth. ere ih his countenance doth behold the 
upright F © 

THESE ſublime and juſt fontlaxents; conidia cop and 
the righteouſneſs of his government, conſoled and ſupported 
the mind of David, under the preſſure of his woes, and ani- 
mated him to a holy zeal, diligence, and perſeverance in de- 
fending and -promoting the precious intereſts of his religion 
and his country. My brethren, may the ſame truths have 
a like effect on our hearts and conduct at the preſent time. 
To this-purpoſe let me invite you to conſider, 

I. OUR PRESENT DANGERS. 

II. OuR cONSEQUENT DUTIES. 

THAT our preſent ſituation is uncommonly critical and 
perilous, all perſons of refleftion agree, though opinions 
greatly vary as. to the ſources and degrees of our danger. 
With all the frankneſs and plainneſs becoming an honeſt and 
faithful watchman, I intend, my brethren, to lay before you 

what 


* I Sam. MX. 6. + Pſalms xi. I, 4, 5, 6, 7. 


(IF 3 


what I humbly conceive. to be our real and moſt alarming 
dangers,; thoſe which have a malign aſpect, both on our re- 
ligious and our political welfare. Believing, as 1 firmly do, 
that the foundations of all our mgſt precious interęſis are for- 
midably affailed, and that the ſubtil and ſecret aſſailants are 
increaſing in number, and are: multiplying, varying, and ar- 
ranging their means of attack, it would be criminal in me 
to be ſilent. I am compelled to ſound: the alarm, and I will 
do it, fo far as 60D. thall, enable me, with fidelity. I fear 
that holy BEING, who ſaid to one of his ancient prophets, 
and who through him addreſſes the fame language to the 
ſucceſſive Miniſters of his Word, Son f, | man 1 have made 
thee:a watchman unto the: houſe of 1ſtacl ; therefore hear the word 
et my mouth, and give them warning from me. When I ſug 
unto the wicked, :T how- fbalt ſurely die; and the (giveſt Pim net 
warning, nor ſprakeſt to warn the wicked, from his wicked. way, 
to. fave- bis lifes the fame wicked' man | ſhall die in his jniquity ; 
but his blood will I require at thine, hand, - Yet if thou warn the 
icked,. and he turn not from his wick nor from hig wicked 
way, he Kall. die in 0 e ; bur thou haſt delivered thy 
ul 4 49 Wut 

Ir. is not my. intention to give. lt to any one, unleſs 
tbe truth ſhall offend z and the ſhort lived and honourable 
reproach of ſuch offences, I am willing to bear. Thoſe whoſe 
opinions, religious or political, may not exactly coincide with 
my own, will do me the juſtice to believe, that I mean not to 
wound their feelings, and that I am as honeſt in maintaining 
my own opinions as they can be in theirs z and that a. ſenſe 
of duty only, in the public ſtation! which I hold under Gon, 
prompts me at this time freely to declare them. After theſe 
obſervations, which I have thought proper to premiſe, I pro- 
ceed to lay before you, What I conceive.to be our preſent moſt 
threatening dangers. 

Our dangers are of -two kinds, choſe which affect our 
religion, and thoſe which affect our government. They are, 
however, fo cloſely allied that they cannot, with propriety, 
be ſeparated. The foundations which ſupport the intereſts of 
Chriſtianity, are alſo neceſſary to ſupport a free and equal 
government like our own, In all thoſe countries where there 

is 
i. 17, 18, 29. 


e s 0 


— e =, "Gt 


e 


n 3 


* 
* 
* 
"2 
1 
& 


3 8. 

x little or no religion, or a very groſs and corrupt one, as in 
Mahometan and Pagan countries, there you will find, with 
ſcarcely a ſingle exception, arbitrary and tyrannical govern- 
ments, groſs ignorance and wickedneſs, and deplorable wretch- 
edneſs among the people. To the kindly influence of Chriſti- 
anity we owe that degree of civil freedom, and political and 
ſocial happineſs which mankind now enjoy. In proportion 
as the genuine effects of Chriſtianity are diminiſhed in any 
nation, either through unbelief, or the corruption of its doc- 
trines, or the neglect of its inſtitutions z in the ſame propor- 
tion will the people of that nation recede from the bleſſings 
of genuine freedom, and approximate the miſeries of complete 
deſpotiſm. I hold this to be a truth confirmed by experience. 


If fo, it follows, that all efforts made to deſtroy the founda- 


tions of our holy religion, ultimately tend to the ſubverſion 
alſo of our political freedom and happineſs. Whenever the 
pillars of Chriſtianity ſhall be overthrown, our preſent repub- 
lican forms of government, and all the bleſſings which flow 
from them, muſt fall with them. 

From theſe obſervations we may perceive the propriety of 
the following paſſage in the Preſident's excellent proclamation, 


which compriſes and expreſſes our dangers of both kinds men- 


tioned, viz. that the moſt precious intereſts of the people of the 
United States are flill held in jeopardy, by the hoſtile deſigns and 
inſidious arts of a foreign nation, as well as by the diſſemination 
among them of thoſe principles, ſubverſive of the foundations of all 
religious, moral and ſocial obligations, that have produced incalcula- 
ble miſchief and miſery in other countries. 

Tris paſſage contains ſolemn and affecting truths, which 


merit our principal, our immediate, and deep regard. The 


violent oppoſition that has been made to this article in ſome 
of our Newſpapers, is among the ſtrongeſt proofs that it con- 
tains an accurate ſtatement of our dangers. The public diſ- 
cloſure of the dark deſigns of our enemies, always excites their 
reſentment. Yes, my brethren, it is a ſacred truth, that our 
moſt precious religious and political intereſts are at this mo- 
ment imminently endangered, by the hoſtile deſigns, the inſidious 
arts and demoralizing principles of a FOREIGN NATION ; and I 
plainly declare to you that I mean the FRENCH NATION. 


Do you aſk for proofs of all this? They are ſo abundant, 
and 


( 10 ) 


and ſo flagrant, that I ſcarcely know which to ſelect. To fay 
notaing ot their long continued, and very ſucceſsful war upon 
our deincel.is commerce, becauſe this is well known to all, 
and is not aitogether peculiar to the French nation, I pray you 
to conuder their inhuman, and, in ſome inſtances, worſe than 
ſavage treatment of thoſe of our fellow citizens who have fal- 
Ien into their hands. They have not only wreſtcd from them 
their property, but have in many inftances groſsly inſulted, 
beaten, and wounded them, and thruſt them into loathſome 
p::{ons and dungzorzs, where multitudes have periſhed by diſs 
caſe or hunger. 

Ir theſe things are inſufficient to evince the hoſtile deſigns 
of France towards this country, let me atk your attention to 
the foliowiog fact, not generaily known, and which I ſtate 

from authority oa which full reliance may be placed. Some 
* time ago the French Directory ſent to St. Domingo, their 
„principal W<ſt-india pofſcilion, an agent of the name of 
* Hedouviile, This man on his arrival, you may recollect, 
made ſome profcflizns of juſt ce and amicable conduct to- 
% wards the United States; he notwitliſtanding ſoon equalled 
* his predeceſſors in depredations on our commerce. Laſt 
% fummer, while Mr. Gerry was {ill in Paris, and the Di- 
& rectory was ſtill employing every artifice to keep him there 
*and to draw him into an endleſs negociation, Hedouville 
* was preparing to invade the Southern States from St. Do- 
* mingo with an army of blacks; which was to be landed 
with a large ſupply of ofticers, arms and ammunition, to 
* excite an irſurrection among the negroes, by means of miſs 
* fionaries pr:viouſly ſent, and firſt to ſubjugate the country 
« by their afliitance, and then plunder and lay it waſte. For 
* the execution of this ſcheme, he waited only till the Engliſh 
ſhould evacuate a certain port in the Iftand, which lay moſt 
convenient for the expedition. Put he was interrupted by 


cc 


tom the Iſland, compelied him to embark for France, and 

took the authority into his own hands.”* 

Tris intelligence comes through a channel which entitles 
it o cr-d it, And it inſtructs us how to underſtand the pacific 

Pruicilivis and overtures of the French Government; and 
clearly 


* Scc note (A.) 
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a black general by the name of Touiſſant, who drove him 
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clearly proves, what has long been believed by ſome, that they 
have been, and ſtill are, deſigned only to veil the hoſtile and 
deteſtable deſigus of this Government agalnſt us; to lull us 
into a fatal ſecurity, that we, in due time, may fall an eaſy 
prey to their ambition and avarice. This is the way tazy 
have conquered other countries; and thus they are now at- 
tempting to deſtroy us. And, my brethren, they will aſſuredly 
effect their purpoſes, if we are not ſoced ly arouſed from oor 
flimbzrs, and vigorous, active, and unit:d in oppoſing their 
inſidious and ſeductive arts. It was her flumber and her di-. 
viſions, both effected by French © diplomatic 1k:!i,” which 
ruined Switzerland.“ 

Tuar ſuch arts are now practiſing upon vs ; there is no 
room to doubt. It has long been ſuſpected that freret ferretier 
under the influence and direction of France, hoiding principlas 
ſubverſive of our religion and government, exiſted ſomewhere 
in this country. This ſiufpicion was cautionfly ſuggeſted from 
this deſk, on the day of the laſt National Faſt, with a view 
to excite a juſt alarm, and to put you on your guard agahiſt 
their ſecret artifices. Evidence that this ſuſpicion was well 
founded, has fince been accumulating, and I have now in my 
poſſeſſion complete and indubitable proof that ſuch focieties 
do exiſt, and have for many years exiiſtcd, in the United 
States. I have, my brethren, an oficial, authenticated liſt 
of the names, ages, places of nativity, profcfii»ns, &c. of 
the officers and members of a Society of //uminatr, (or as 
they are now more generally and properly fiyicd. Tlluminees) 
conſiſting of one hundred members, inſtituted in Virginia, by 
the Grand Orient of FAN E. This ſociety has a dopury, 
whoſe name is on the liſt, who reſides at the Mother Society 
in France, to communicate from thence all needful informa» 
tion and inſtruction, The date of their inſtitution is 1786, 
before which 2 it app-ars from the private papers of the 
European Societies already publiſhed, (according to PROFE5S= 
soR RonB150x) that ſeveral foci-ties had been eſtabliſhed in 
America.. The ſeal and motto of this ſociety correſpond 
with their deteſtable principles and deiigns. The members 

B 2 are 
® See NM. Ver Du Pan's * Fiſt. of the Deſtruction of the H tie Union ;” a work 


waich every American evght to road, With appucation 19 Hs OWN COULULY: 
7 Robitoy! Prools, p. 153, Phila, Edit. 


— 2 — — 8 


ls 

5 
1 
0 


* 


—_——__ 


* 


— 
4 


2 


Goon 
ISLES 
_ 


LEY 


* 


i — = mn 
— = ——— 
E — —— — = Es 
— 


FRY 
* LES 
- — — 


— 


. ey; WP 
— — 1 * 


— 
— 


—_— 


>. 
= — — 4 


—_— 


Ea — — * 


K own ny . 


(139-3 


are chiefly Emigrants from France and St. Domingo, with the 
addition of a few Americans, and ſome from almoſt all the 
nations of Europe. A letter which encloſed this liſt, an 
authentic copy of which I alſo poſſeſs, contains evidence of 
the exiſtence of a ſociety of the like nature, and probably 
of more ancient date, at New-York, out of which have ſprung 
fourteen others, ſcattered we know not where over the United 
States. Two ſocicties of the ſame kind, but of an inferior 
order, have been inſtituted by the ſociety firſt mentioned, 
one in Virginia, and the other at St. Domingo. How many 
of equal rank they have eſtabliſhed among us I am not in- 
formed.“ | 

You will perceive, my brethren, from this conciſe ſtate- 
ment of facts, that we have in truth ſecret enemies, not a 
few, ſcattered through our country ; how many and, except 
in three or four inſtances, in what places we know not; 
enemies whoſe profeſſed deſign is to ſubvert and overturn our 
holy religion and our free and excellent government. And 
the pernicious fruits of their inſidious and ſecret efforts, muſt 
be viſible to every eye not obſtinately cloſed or blinded by 
prejudice. Among theſe fruits may be reckoned our unhappy 
and threatening political diviſions ; the unceafing abuſe of our 
wiſe and faithful rulers; the virulent oppoſition to ſome of 
the laws of our country, and the meaſures of the Supreme 
Executive; the Pennſylvania inſurrection; the induſtrious 
circulation of baneful and corrupting books, and the conſe- 
quent wonderful ſpread of infidelity, impiety and immorality; 
the arts made uſe of to revive ancient prejudices, and cheriſh 
party ſpirit, by concealing or diſguiſing the truth, and propa- 
gating falſchoods ; and laſtly, the apparently ſyſtematic en- 
deavours made to deſtroy, not only the influence and ſupport, 
but the official exiſtence of the Clergy. 

The deſtruction of the Clergy in all countries is evidently 
a part of the French ſyſtem, and all their engines are now 
at work to accompliſh it. The Clergy have been among the 
firſt victims to that ſanguinary revolutionizing ſpirit wich 

now 


* See note (B.) 


| + As early as December. 1793, a member of the National Convention, publicly 
avowed it to be a part ef their plan to azaibilate all privileges, and ww A 
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( 13 ) 
now convulſes the world. In France, and in the countries 
which the has ſubdued by her intrigues and her arms, the 


- Clergy have been in almoſt all inſtances either deprived of 


their livings, ſeparated from their people, plundered, impriſ- 
oned, baniſhed, or inhumanly maſſacred. I have a letter 
from a reſpectable correſpondent in Europe, informing me, 
that when the French, ſome years ago, entered Holland, a 
proteſtant country, and bleſſed with as pious and learned a 
miniſtry as any on the globe, one of their firſt objects was to 
diſplace ſome of their moſt reſpectable and influential Clergy, 
and to concert meaſures for depriving miniſters and univerſity 
profeſſors of their legal ſalaries. How far they have proceed- 
ed in this diſorganizing buſineſs I am not informed.“ 

The ſame malignant ſpirit is viſibly at work to deſtroy 
the Clergy in theſe United States. And what have they 
done to provoke this hoſtility ? Why they have © preached 
politics.” This, ſo far as I know, is the principal, if not the 
only charge alledged againſt them. But is this any new 
crime? No; it is as old as Chriſtianity ; nay it is as old as 
the prieſthood itſelf. The prieſts and prophets under the 
Old Teſtament diſpenſation ; Chriſt and his Apoſtles under 
the New ; the faithful Chriſtian Clergy in every age and 
every country, have preached politics ; that is, they have in- 
culcated ſubjection to civil magiſtrates, and obedience to the 
laws; have cautioned the people againſt animoſities and di- 
viſions z warned them of their dangers, whether from foreign 
or domeſtic enemies, and have exerted their talents and in- 
fluence to ſupport the religion and lawful government of their 
country. I appcal to the Sacred Scriptures, and to hiſtory 
for the truth of what I have aſſerted. And what have the 

Clergy 
* See note (C.) 

+ My idea of the politics which become the pulpit, I have heretoſote given in 
an extract from Boucher's Diſcourſes, which it may not be amiſs here to repeat. 
By politics, I do not mean “ the wrangling debates of modern aſſemblies ; debat-s, 
which far too often turn entirely on the narrow, ſelfiſh, and ſervile views of party. 
The term has been, and in diſcourſes from the pulpit, ought to be uſed in a much 
more extended and more dignified ſenſe 3 as comprehending all that long liſt of 
duties which every man owes to ſociety in his publie capacity. Every man is at 
leaſt as much concerned to be a good ſubjeR, as he is to be a good neighbour ; 
and fo far is a preacher from being chargeable with being guilty of a coniufion of 
duties, or of aſſuming a character which does not belong to him, that he acts 
ſtrialy within the line of his profeſſion, when he explains as well as he is able, 


and enforces on the people committed to his care, their public as well as their pri- 
vate duties. Such politics are literally the healing voice of chriflian charity. 
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Clergy of the preſent day done more than we have juſt ſta- 
ted? What have they done more than the Clergy in this 
country bave always done in times of danger? What more 
than has heretofore been required and expected from them? 
And yet, for doing what only twenty years ago they were 
called upon to perform as a duty,“ they are now cenfurcd and 
abuſed, and repreſ:nted as an exp-nive, uf-l.fs, ray, even 
noxious body of men. In ſome of our newſpapers, which 
are read by too many with more avidity, and more faith than 
the Holy Bible, they are continually reproached and vilified ; 
and every low artifice is uſed to lenien their influence and uſe- 
fulneſs; and what is deeply to be lamented, this poiſon is 
greedily ſwallowed, and a{li.luouſly diſſeminated by ſome even, 
who profeſs to be the warm friends and ſupport-rs of Chriſti- 
anity, and of the Chriſtian Miniſtry. Litile are theſe good 
people aware of what they are doing. Little do they believe 
that, blinded by their prejudices, they are in fact aiding with 
all their influence, the advertaries of religion in ſubverting 
its foundations; that they are acting a part directly contrary 
to their prayers and their profeflions. I would to 60D the 
veil might be ſpeedily torn from the eyes of ſuch Chriſtians, 
as are ignorantly afliiting to pull down the pillars which ſup- 
port the chriſtian fabric, leſt they too late deplore their folly 

amidſt its ruins | 
80 numerous indeed and bold have the adverſaries of the 
Clergy become, ſo confident of their ſtrength, that even in 
our legiſlature, they have lately veatured to bring forward 
and ſtrenuouſly to advocate meaſures, and publicly to avow 
opinions, tending directly and almoſt infallibly to deprive. a 
great part of the preſent Clergy of regular ſupport, and to 
diſcourage and effectnally to prevent young men from enter- 
ing into the work of the miniftry.+ How can we account 
for this general, uncommon, and determined oppoſition to 
the Clergy ? The decp intereſt which they have taken in 
the political welfare of their country, ſurcly, for the reaſons 
we have inentioned, cannot be conſidered either as a good, 
much leis as an adequate cauſe for ſuch a mighty eſfect. It 
cannot 


gee a cirenbr ſetter add reſſid to the Clorpy of Maſſachuſetts, by the Provin- 
Clas Cob Lady dara (od 11 U. e appond te my late Than Eving Seren, Pag C5. 
f vet note (. 
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cannot with truth be alledged againſt them that they are de- 
ficient in patriotiſm ; that they are inimical to freedom, or 
that they have any intcreſt to ſerve ſeparate from that of the 
cople. No, my brethren, the true ground of oppoſition to 
the Clergy of America, at the preſent time is, they are de- 
cidedly oppoſed to the hy/tile dejigns and injidizus arts of the 
French Government. They are oppoſed to thoſe atheiſtical, 
demoralizing, and deteſtable principles, which their emiflaries 
are endeavouring to diſſeminate in our country, as in others, 
to prepare the way for, our overthrow. They are a phalanx 
in the way, to prevent the execution of their impious deſigns 
upon us. Theſe are the true cauſes of the preſent warfare 
againſt the American Clergy. And I pray cop we may 
never ſhrink from ſo glorious a conteſt, I earneſtly entreat 
you who love Chriſtianity and its holy inſtitutions, to confider 
the nature and conſequences of this conteſt. Suppoſe the 
Clergy vanquithed, their influence deſtroyed, and their office 
aboliſhed, agreeably to the withes and deſigns of their ene- 
mies; what becomes of public worſhip ? of the holy ſacra- 
ments ? and of the Sabbath? Without a regular Clergy, 
the two former cannot be maintained, and the latter would 
ſoon ceaſe to be regarded. And when theſe inſtitutions thall 
be aboliſhed, the foundations of Chriſtianity fink of courle, 
and then 20hat will the righiezus do ? 

I am aware that for theſe gloomy forebodings, and for this 
yindication of the Clergy, I may, by ſome, be called viſion- 
ary, ſplenetic, credulous, and ſcifith z but, feeling as I do 
for my religion and my country, reproaches of this kind, I 
thank my Gop, are to me harmleſs things. Conſcious that 
I declare to you only ſolemn and ſeaſonable truths, I am per- 
fectly fearleſs of the conſequences. Reproaches for vindica- 
ting my own profeſſion againſt the calumnies of the enemies 


of Chriſt and his religion, I thall always deem honorable. I 


am only concerned, my brethren, leſt the ſituation of the 
American people generally, be like that of the poor deluded 
Sui, previous to their awſul and deplorable overthrow, and 
which is thus deſcribed by their energetic hiſtorian + © (> The 
inhabitants, he ſays, ſeemed fearful of being rouſed from 
their indifference, and were offended at predictions meant to 

put 


+ Mallet Du Dan, p. 109. 
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put them on their guard. Woe to him who diſturbed the 
general quiet by peeviſh reaſoning on the future, and on the 
danger of connexions in which they were ſinking deeper and 
deeper. The majority of the Swiſs were like thoſe patients 
who are angry with the phyſician for SC to them their 
diſorder.” 

Tux conteſt which now engages the attention, and fills 
with fearful apprehenſions all the civilized world, is ſingular 
in its kind. It is a conteſt of liberty againſt deſpotiſm ; 
of property againſt rapine; of religion againſt impiety; of 
civilized ſociety againſt the deſtroyers of all ſocial order. 
"Theſe terms feebly expreſs the calamities which the principles 
and the arms of France have produced in their baleful pro- 
greſs ; and which the wounds of a bleeding world will atteſt.” 

THEest ſame principles, my brethren, which have produced 
incalculable miſchief and miſery in other countries, are deeply 
rooted and widely ſpreading through our own, and are pre- 
paring the way for the armies which have deſolated Europe. 
Of the effect of a French army, co-operating with their par- 
tizans in this country, we may form ſome idea if we look at 
Switzerland. May a merciful 60D fave us from ſuch awful 
calamities |! 

I FULLY concur in opinion with an able and pious divine, 
as expreſſed in a late diſcourſe on the fulfilment of the pro- 
phecies, that“ we are come to what the ſcripture emphati- 
„ cally calls THE LAST DAYS;” that “ the laſt tyrannical 
% form of government is falling to pieces ;” that © the fourth 
* beaſt is now dying, and with his pangs convulſing the 
« world ;” that © during his laſt agonies the miſeries of 
* mankind will every where be great, and greateſt on thoſe 
„ nations which have contributed moſt to the ſupport of the 
© civil and religious tyranny of the beaſt.” And T would 
fain impreſs on my own mind, and on yours, the ſolemn ex- 
hortation which he ſubjoins, Let us not come near it, 
& for its dying breath is contagious. It is the body of Da- 
* nicls fourth beaſt that is dying, and infidelity with its 
natural conſequences, war and diſorganization, are the 
* plague by which it is conſuming. All wife people will 

© withdraw 


the ec 


| „ 


withdraw their embraces, both from the dying body, and 


the * the diſeaſe by which it periſheth.”* 

and In this connection I cannot forbear inviting your attention 
_ to a paſſage in a late excellent diſcourſe of the Biſhop of 
Weir 


Quebec, which is too pertinent to our preſent purpoſe, and 


too valuable not to be here introduced. The candid reader, 
fills I preſume, will need no apology for its length. © Judicious 
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commentators upon the prophecies, he ſays, have directed 
our attention to the concluſion of the preſent century, as 
the beginning of a period of great trouble and ſuffering to 
the nations, and of much danger to the general faith of 
Chriſtians. They have even explained the particular na- 
ture of thoſe troubles with an exactneſs which is truly 
aſtoniſhing. Theſe interpretations of the predictions, it 
ſhould be remembered, were given, ſome long ago, and 
all of them before the commencement of that ſeries of 
events which has ſo much agitated Europe and the world.” 
«© THE images made uſe of by the ſacred writers are diſ- 
tinctly interpreted to predict a great deftrufion, approaching 
to annihilation of theſe lawful powers that, at the time under 
contemplation, ſhould reign in the earth : a dreadful dimi- 
nution of the dignity and ſplendour of all greatneſs; a ſub- 
verſron of ſocial ſubordination and of civil government; and a 
contempt of all lawful authority. They are interpreted to 
predict that men ſhould be let looſe upon each other in defiance 
of civil power, juſt rule, and legal reſtraint. They are con- 
ſidered as intimating that irreligion, vanity, a total abſence 
of ſerious principle, and a miſapplication of the refinements of 
civilization, were t9 produce theſe miſchiefs preciſely in theſe 
times. 

«© What ſhall we ſay then to theſe things? Theſe are the 
interpretations of the PROPHECIES, interpretations made 
all of them before the commencement of the events that 
they deſcribe !” 

„ Certainly at no period in the hiſtory of mankind, has 
the hand of 60D more clearly appeared to overrule the acts 
of nations and empires, than in the circumſtances which. 


C « diftinguith 


* See note (F. 


+ See more particularly, Mr. RIxc's Criticiſms, tending to iuuſtrute forme pare 
ſages in the Hel. Scriptures. 
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« diſtinguiſh the preſent times; and in the very ſtriking and 
« wonderſul manner in which the occurrences which are dai. 
& ly taking place in the world, are fulſilling the prROPHECIES, 
© as thoſe prophecies have been previouſly underſtood, and 
© interpreted, by men moſt conſpicuous for learning and 
c genius!“ 

“Under this view of the ſubject, we appear to be directly 
© led to conſider the revolutioniſts of France as ſpecially ap- 
© pointed to execute the Divine counſels; as ordained to be 
© inſtruments of puniſhment ; acting with fearful ſeverity upon 
© the more abandoned of mankind ; and purifying, like a re- 
& finer's fire, the hearts of thoſe who continue to hold faſt the 
& profeſſion of their faith as it was once delivered to the 
“ Saints.“ 

The wonderful ſeries of ſucceſſes which have fo long diſ- 
e tinguiſhed the arms of a people beyond example impious, 
© and the facility with which they have ſpread their pernicious 
“principles, and opened a way for their ambitious projects 
© among other nations, muſt have equally perplexed and 
* alarmed the mind of every reflecting man who has conſi- 
« dered the ſubject in this light; but viewing them as a 
© SCOURGE in the hand of Heaven, to chaſtiſe the wickedneſs 
« of an ungrateful world, his fears will change their object, 
and his perplexity will ceaſe.” 

* By what ſteps they arrived at this dreadful pre-eminence, 
© is now ſufficiently underſtood.* The long and infamous 
* labours by which they introduced infidelity and anarchy ; 
* the conſpiracy, directed with remorſeleſs treachery, with en- 
« venomed malice, and with unwearied perſeverance, not only 
„ againſt ali eſtabliſhed forms of Chriſtian worſhip, but againſt 
* the Religicn of Feſus Chrift, are now known to the world. 
The progreſs which they have made in this diabolical war- 
fare is recorded in characters of blood.” + 

If the foregoing repreſentations be correct, we ſhall perceive 
that it is our lot to live in perilous times ; in the period when 
there ſhall be © h the earth difireſs of nations with perplexity, 
the ſea and the waves roaring ; men's hearts failing them for fear, 


ard for looking for theſe things which are coming on the earth.” 
I have 


* Se BanxorLt's Hiſt. of Jacobiniſm, and Ron150N's Prooſs of a Conſpiracy. 
+ Biſhop of Qrebcc's Ihankſgiving Diſcourſe, preached Jan. 10, 1799. 
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1 have thus endeavoured, my brethren, to exhibit a faithful 
picture of ſome of the dangers with which our religion and 
our country are now imminently threatened. Admitting the 
reality of theſe dangers, it is natural to inquire, What are our 
CONSEQUENT DUTIES ? 

We are not to be diſmayed or diſheartened at the proſpect 
before us. It is gloomy, I acknowledge, but far from being 
hopeleſs. A ſtate of things like the preſent has been long 
expected by many pious, reflecting and enlightened Chriſtians. 
The Wiſe and Mighty Gop is accompliſhing his grand de- 
ſigns; and the winding up of the awful and tremendous ſcene 
now acting in our world, will doubtleſs be glorious to himſelf. 
If then dangers multiply around us; if the foundations of our 
religion and government are affailed and ſhaken; (cop be 
praiſed they are not yet, as in many European countries, de- 
ſtroyed) let us not like cowards deſert our poſts, and flee lite a 
bird to the mountain. But, after the example of David, let 
us encourage ourſelves in the Lord, and quit ourſelves like men 
in the cauſe of Gop and our country. To comfort and ani- 
mate us in the glorious conflict, let us reflect, with the exem- 
plary Pſalmiſt, that he Lord is in his holy temple ; that His 
throne is in the heavens ; that his eyes behold and his eyelids try 
the children of men ; that He trieth the righteous, but the wicked 


and: him that laveth violence his foul hateth ; that The ultimate 


Portion of the wicked ſball be ſnares, fire and brimſtone, and an 
horrible tempefl ; and that The righteous Lord loveth righteouſneſs, 
and his countenance-beholdeth the upright. 

This doctrine of a Divine ſuperintending Providence, fo 


precious to David, and to the people of Go in every age, and 


ſo neceſſary to ſupport ws in theſe eventful and diſtreſſing 
times, it is deeply to be regretted, is, with other important 
truths connected with it, falling into diſcredit and neglect be- 
fore the impious principles of the new philz/ephy. Our pious 
anceſtors ſaw the hand of Gop in every thing, more eſpecially 
in all ſignal events, ſuch as peſtilence, famine, earthquakes, 
war, and other calamities. But it has become faſhionable of 
hte to aſcribe theſe things to the uncontrouled operations of 
natural cauſes, and to keep out of view the Divine agency. 
This has been remarkably the caſe in reſpect to the defolating 


| ickneſs, which has proved a ſevere and increaſing calamity to 
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our country. From the diſagreement among phyſicians as to 
the or.21a, nature, and methods of preventing and healing 
this in alignant diſeaſe, and from its remarkable progreſs and 
increaſe, it is very evident that it is brought upon us in ſudg- 
ment, by the ſpecial hand of Providence, to puniſh us for our 
fins. And however attentive and careful we may be to remove 
nalural cauſes, which ought by no means to be omitted, yet we 
can liave no good reaſon to expect that this calamity will ceaſe 
from among us, till the moral cauſes be removed, till we ac- 
knowledge the righteous hand of Gop in it, and are truly 
humble for our fins and reform our lives. 

The hiſtory of ſome of the heathen nations, will inftruft 
and ſhame us on this point. 'The Romans aſcribed their good 
or bad ſucceſs to their ſtrict obſervance, or their neglect of the 
public and private duties of their religion. © They received 
public projperities, or public calamities, as bleſſings conferred or 
puniſhments inflicted by their Gods.” _ \ 

We have the teſtimony of Cicero, that the Romans © ſur- 


© paſſed all nations in the only point which can be called true 


« ewiſuom, viz. a through conviftion that all things here below 
* are directed and governed by a Divine Providence.” While 
the Roman people felt the influence of this firſt principle of 
all religion, they were virtuous, free, and invincible. - But 


when the Atheiftical doctrine of Epicurus had infinuated itſelf 


among them under the faſcinating title of philoſophy, it by de- 
grees undermined and deſtroyed this great principle, and with 
it that © individual ſimplicity of manners, and enthuſiaſm of 
<< public virtue; that chaſte regard to the union of the ſexes 
* by marriage, and pious attention to the improvement of the 
* morals of the people by religion, which, in all countries are 
s the ſtrong pillars by which every political ſociety is ſuſtain- 
«ed, and its component parts cemented.” The ſpread and 
influence of the Fpicurean philgſaphy was the real cauſe of that 
rapid depravity of the Roman manners, which terminated in 
the ruin of the empire itſelf.“ 

This ſame ph:il;/ophy which ruined Rome bas been revived 
in the preſent age, and is now widely ſpreading its deſolations 
over the world. Its contagious influence has reached us, and 
is viſibly marring the foundations of all our moſt precious 

intereſts. 
„age note (F.) 
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intereſts. The principles of this philoſophy “ deſtroy all be- 
« fore them; and though they may firſt inflame the A 
« they will in the end conſume the thatched cottage.” 

I have ſtrong and conſoling hope that the reign of this im- 
pious philoſophy will not be general, or of long continuance, 
in our own country, and particularly 1 in this part of it. We 
have, I truſt, many to ſtand in the gap who, in the name of 
the Lord of Hoſts, are already oppoſing themſelves with. zeal, 
and firmneſs, in the uſe of the proper means, againſt the de- 
ſtructive torrent. And this number I truſt is increaſing and 
will increaſe. The alarm is given, the ruined republics of Eu- 
rope are exhibited before our eyes as ſo many beacons to guard 
us againſt the rocks on which they have been ſhipwrecked, 
and the American people in conſequence are rouſing, too 
flowly and reluctantly indeed, from their flumbers. Many 
good people, however, are ſtill aſleep, and inſenſible to our 
preſent dangers. 'The Lord in his own time and manner will 
open their eyes, and conquer their unreaſonable prejudices ; 
and then they will cordially join their prayers and their efforts 
againſt the common enemy. But before this thall be generally 
the caſe, there is reaſon to fear we ſhall be obliged to drink 
deeper than we have yet dane of that cup of calamities, min- 
gled by a juſt cop, of which many of the European nations 
are now drinking even to the very dregs. 

To prevent this as far as in us lies, it behoves us to liſten 
to the voice of Providence in the preſent events, which loudly 
warns us to avoid all political connection with thoſe nations 
which ſeem devoted to deſtruction; to watch the move- 
ments, and detect and expoſe the machinations of their nume- 
rous emiſſaries among us; to reject, as we would the moſt 
deadly poiſon, their atheiſtical and deſtructive principles in 
whatever way or ſhape they may be inſinuated among us; to 
take heed that we partake not of their fins, that we may not 
receive of her plagues. © Let us fear the Lord; live in all 
« due ſubjection to our rulers, and meddle not with them that 
are given to change.“ | 

It is a duty ſpecially incumbent on us at this time, to pro- 
mote to offices of truſt and influence ſuch men only, as have 
good principles and morals z who reſpect religion and love their 
country ; who will be a terror to evil doers, and will encourage 
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ſuch. as do well. If ever the time ſhall come when the new 
philoſophy ſhall obtain aſcendency over public opinion, and-men 
who have embraced its principles, ſhall be able to controul our 
ſtate and national counſels, ** America muſt drink the cup of 
Babylon. Then ſhe will 'become a limb of the beaſt, whoſe 
body Gop hath ſaid ſhall be given to the burning flame,”* 

Let us not then become enamoured of this vain and impious 
philoſophy, nor imagine that infidelity is any mark of pro- 
found thinking, or of acute penetration. A little philoſophy 
(faith Lord Bacon) inclineth men's minds to atheiſm ; but depth 
in philoſophy bringeth men's minds about to religion.” Chriſ- 
tianity can reckon among her ſupporters and advocates many 
of the brighteſt ornaments of our race, men of the moſt ſhin- 
ing talents, the deepeſt reſearch, and the moſt profound and 
extenſive learning that the world ever witneſſed. Let this re- 
ligion then, which ſtrengthens all the motives of virtue; binds 
together the members of ſociety, and whoſe doctrines and 
precepts tend in the higheſt degree to promote univerſal hap- 
pineſs, be the © ANcHoR of all our hopes; and let us never 
forget the inſeparable connection that exiſts between the virtues 
which flow from it, and the proſperity of our country.” 


STRONG. 
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NOTE Ss. 


Note (A.) page 10. 


TH E foregoing Extract is from the honourable R. G. Harper's 
Sketch of the principal adt of Congreſs, during the ſeſſion which cloſed 
the 3d of March laſt, and is dated at Philadelphia, March 20, 1799. 
He adds, 

This ſcheme came to our knowledge in the following manner. 
A very rich ſhip from the Eaſt Indies, valued at nearly ſeven hun- 
dred thouſand dollars, was taken laſt ſummer by one of Hedouville's 
privateers. The owners, merchants of this town (Philadelphia) 
employed a man of honor and character, well known here, and 
well acquainted in the Welt Indies, to go and endeavour to pur- 
chaſe the ſhip, at a low rate. He went to St. Domingo for that 
purpoſe ; and while there, converſed with ſome of the black officers 
who were to be employed in the expedition. As he ſpoke their 
language well, he was led to cultivate an acquaintance with them 
and from them, in their moments of conviviality, he learned the 


project. I have it from him, through a perſon of the higheſt confidence. 


Note (B.) page 12. 

In my diſcourſe on the National Faſt,* May gth, 1798, after 
giving ſome account of Ropison's Proofs of a Conſpiracy, &c. a 
work which had then juſt arrived in America, I ſaid, There are 
too many evidences that this order (the Illuminati, has had its 
branches eſtabliſhed, in ſome form or other, and its emiſſaries ſe- 
cretly at work in this country, for ſeveral years paſt.” 

Being often publicly called upon for evidence to ſupport this in- 
ſinuation, I engaged, when my health and leiſure would permit, to 
lay it before the public. 'This engagement was in part fulfilled, in 
the Appendix of my Thankſgiving Sermon of Nov. 29, 1798, 
Note, (r.) p. 73, to which I refer the reader. 

Since this I have received a letter from Preſident Dwi1GnT, con- 
firming the fact which he had aſſerted in a note to his Diſcourſe on 
the 4th of July, 1798, viz. that “ //luminatiſm exiſts in this coun- 
try ; and the impious mockery of the Sacramental Supper, deſcribed 
by Mr. Ros1so0xFÞ has been acted here.” Knowledge of this fact 
was received by Preſident Dwiour from an unqueſtionable ſource. 
He ſays that, „his informant, a reſpectable Free Maſon, declares, 
that among the Higher Orders of Maſons in this country, this piece 
of /lluminatiſm (meaning the mockery of the holy Supper) is, at 
times, I know not how often, praiſed. The gentleman from whom 
[ have the intelligence informed me, that this fact was a deciſire 
proof of /{luminatiſm in America, as the celebration of the Sacred 
Supper, was not, in any ſenſe, a part of the rites of the original 


Maſonry. 


Page 23. + P. 137, and 138, Phila. Lait. 


=» Cake n= IR omar tt 


(194-3 


Maſonry. Of this I know he muſt be certain ; as being one of the 
principal officers of the Maſonic Brotherhood.“ 

But if all this evidence, added to that which ariſes prima facie 
from the exilting ſtate of things ; from the wonderful and alarming 
change which has been ſuddenly and imperceptibly produced too 
gencrally in the principles and morals of the American people, be 
inſufficient to convince and ſatisfy candid minds of the actual exiſt- 
ence, and ſecret and extenſive operation of Illuminatiſm in this coun- 
try, the following documents which were received through a moſt 
reſpectable channel, and for the authenticity of which I pledge my- 
ſelf, muſt, I conceive, remove every doubt remaining on the minds 
of reaſonable men. If any branches of this Society are eſtabliſhed 
in this part of the United States, the members no doubt will feel 
irritated at this diſcloſure, and will uſe all their ſecret arts, and open 
endeavours, to diminiſh the importance of theſe documents and the 
reputation of him who makes them public. As to the latter, 1 feel 
little concern, having made up my mind to ſacrifice every thing I 
poſſeſs, and even my life, if neceſſary in the cauſe of my religion 
and my country. But I am anxious to guard the public againſt the 


_ artifices of deſigning perſons which may probably be uſed to leſſen 


the importance of evidence adduced in confirmation of facts of in- 
finite moment to their welfare. 1 earneſtly invite the readers un- 
prejudiced attention to the following documents. 
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TRANSLATION OF THE ORIGINAL LETTER. 


At the Eaſt of the Lodge of Portſmouth 

in Virginia, the 17th of the 5th month, 

in the year of (V.. L..) True Light 

56798./ .* 
The (R.“. L... Ple. . Fſe.*.) reſpectable French 
Provincial Lodge, regularly appointed under 
the diſtinctive title of wisDom, No. 2660 by 
the GRAND ORIENT or FRAXCE. 

TW 
The (T.“. R.. L..) very reſpectable french 
Lodge, The Uxiox, No. 14, conſtituted by 
the Grand Orient of New-York. 
8. F. Vo 

| TI.. CC., and RR. FF.. 

The plate or opening Cla planche ) with which you have favoured 
vs in date of the 16th of the 2d month of the current year (Mque.“.) 
Maſonic, came to us but a few days fince. It was laid before our 
(R.. L..) reſpectable Lodge, at its extraordinary ſeſſion on the 
14th inſt, 

We congratulate you TT.. CC.. FF.*, upon the new Conſtitu- 
tions or Regulations which you have obtained from the Grand Ori- 
cnt 
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ent of New-Vork. We will therefore make it our pleaſure and 
duty to maintain the moſt fraternal or intimate Correſpondence with 
your (R.. L. .) reſpectable Lodge; as alſo with all the regular 
Lodges who are willing to favour us with theirs. 

It is on this ground (e ce tire) that we think it our duty to 
inform you of the eſtabliſhment of two new Maſonic Workſhops 
— regularly conſtituted and inſtalled according to the 

rench ritual, by our Provincial (R.. L..) reſpectable Lodge; 
one, more than a year ſince, under the title of FxrENDs Ir in the 
Eaſt ſide of the Peterſburg in Virginia; the other more recent, 
under the title of PexrecT EquaLity, in the Eaſt of Port de 


Paix in the Iſland of St. Domingo. 


We herewith tranſmit to you ſome copies of our lift { Tableau) for 
this year, which our Lodge prays you to-accept in return for thoſe 
which it hath received from your Lodge with thankfulneſs. 

May the Grand Architect of the Univerſe bleſs your labours, and 
crown them with all manner of ſucceſs. With theſe ſentiments we 
have the favour to be g 


P.. L. . N... M.. Q. V.. S. . C. | 
Tr. cc. Arr., RR. Fr. 
| Your very affeQionate FF.. 
By order of the very reſpectable 
Provincial Lodge of Wis pon, 
| -- 
Secretary. 


TRANSLATION, 


TABLE 


Of the BxeTHREN who compoſe the PROVINCIAL 
Frexnca Lopcx, 


UNDER THE DISTINCTIVE TITLE OF 


WISDOM: 


In THE EAsT or PORTSMOUTH ix VIRGINIA, STATE OF 


NorRTH AMERICA. 


In the Epoch of St. John, 5798. 


— — 


NORFOLK: 
PRIX TTD ZT WILLET AND O'CONNOR. 


000-1) 


F. F. Dignitaries. 


VIV RABIE— PETER VALENTIN DAVEZ AC, inhabitant 
of St. Domingo, born at Aux Cayes, aged 44 years, member of the 
lodge Perfeded Reaſon, O. (Eaſt) of Petit Tron. R. 

iſt OVERSEEX— LOUIS PATRICOT BORDENEUVE, in- 
habitant of St. Domingo, born at Lavaur, aged 47, member of the 
lodge of Solitude, O. (Eaſt) of Terrier Rouge. R. . 

2d OvexstzeR—JOHN BAPTIST FOULON, merchant, of 
St, Quentin, aged 54. R. . 

O ro- SEB ANTHONY DUFORT, Ader of medi- 
cine, inhabitant of St. Domingo, born at St. Marcelin, aged 41. 
R. X. 

SECRETARY—JOHN ANTHONY GIEU, notary at Port- au- 
Prince ; born at Marſeilles, aged 44. M. 

Txrasvzter—VINCENT PARLATO, phyſici ician, (Md.) born 
at Naples, aged 41. R. X. 

MasTtr or Cextemonttes—JOSEPH MAGAGNOS, phyfici- 
an, (Md.) born at Toulon, aged 25. 

TEXNIBLIE— LOUIS SAU TEJEAU, phyſician, (Md. ) born at 
Nantz, aged 30. M. 

1ſt EXT ERT—IEAN BAPTISTE CAPAMAGY, phyſician, 
( Md.) born at Conſtantinople, aged 42. R. . 

2d ExerxsT—JEAN BAPTISTE MARIE BONNEAU, in- 
habitant of St. Domingo, born at Marſeilles, aged 39. M. 

STEwarRD—GEORGE FERTE, doctor in medicine, inhabitant 
of St. Domingo, born at Ham, aged 71. M. 

As$18TANT SECRETARY AND KEEPER OF THE SEALS AND Ax- 
curves—LOUIS DECORMIS, Senior Director of the French 
Hoſpital, born at Toulon, aged 38. R. 

Ex- Venerable, 
be To Co Fo 
Undoubtedly intended for le tres cher frere, 
The much eflzemed Brother, 

PIERRE JULIEN, jun. chief engineer of State, inhabitant of 

Port-au-Prince, born at Bourdeaux, aged 46 years. M. 


| Reſident Members. 

BERNARD MAGNIEN, merchant, born at Lunenville, aged 
42. R. . 

ALEXIS REMOUIT, Senior Sea Captain, Merchant, born at 
2 aged 54, Member from the L. of St. John of Scotland, to 
the O. (Eaſt) of Marſeilles. R. &. 

3EROME DUBORD, born at Meulam in France, aged 39. M. 

PIERRE GERMAIN, Inhabitant of St. Domingo, burn at 
Marſeilles, aged 37. R. &. 

THOMAS e , - Merchant at rann 
born at Lagiuen, aged 50, R. 


D 2 JEAN 


Fl 


— ont "GRE Fa oi gi” Lg. 
"W's — + 2 « 


( 28 ) 


JEAN PTERRE LA PIEROUSSE, phyſician, (Md. ) born at 
Bolznve, aged 8 years, . 

AUGUSTiN PIERRE TAXIS BLAIREAU, Lawyer, 
born at Paris, aged 53. M. Ecc. | 

JOtIN COX, Sea Captain, born at Bermuda, aged 40. M. 

ANNE FRA NCOIS DRIFFAULT, Notary of St. Domingo, 
born ai Loche, near Tours, aged 32. M. 

_ DICESON, Sea Captain, born in England, aged 


49. 

WITRE WILLIS, Sea Captain, born at Bermuda, aged 40. 
R. #. 

GEORGE MORPHY, Sailing Maſter, born in Ireland, aged 
32. M. 

WILLIAM 1 8 8 Maſter Taylor, born at Princeſs Ann in 
Virginia, aged 

M ATTHEW HAREY, Phyſician (Md) born at Langeindhall 
in Scotland, aged 31: M: P: 

LOU f 8 MARECHALL, Watch-Maker, born at Bruxelle, 
aged * C's 

108 FPH MEYFREN, inhabitant of St. Domingo, born at Aix 
in Provence, aged 47: M: P: 

HAUSE MILLER, Ship Captain, born in Denmark, aged 


N: 
PIERRE ARMAND LANDRY, Jeweller, born in Connecti- 
cut, in America, aged 44: M: 


CHARLES BAILLE, Phyſician (Md) born at Senne in Pro- 
vence, aved 39: 

ROBERT DIEUDONNE GAGNERON, inhabitant of Gua- 
daloupe, born at the ſame place, aged 62. M: Ecc: 

ETIENNE FAURE, Baker, born at St. Domingo, aged 32. 


M: 
JAQUE LAROQUE, Doctor in Medicine, born at Mazelle 
de Mirande, aged 50, M: Fee: 
ROBERT SHELTON, born at New County in Virginia, 
aged 24 
LOUIS ETIENNE DURAND, Merchant, born at the Ifland 
of St. Croix, aged 28 years. C: 
* TRIMBLE, inhabitant, born in Ireland, aged 49 years. 
M: P 
JOHN SMITH, inhabitant, born at Norfolk, aged 64. Ecc: 
RICHARD OWENS, Ship Captain, born in 'the County of 
Norfolk, aged 29 years. C: 
HUGUET, Senior Military Officer, born at Verſailles, aged 
42. ; 


F. Servant. 


LOUIS SENECHAL, Taylor, born at Abra on the Summit i in 
Picardy, aged 40 years. Ap: 
Delegate 
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Delegate from the Lodge at the Grand Orient of France. 


The very dear Brother LAURENT, Ship Builder, Officer of 
the Grand Orient, 
Addreſs of the Lodge Wiſdom. 
To the very dear Brother Secretary of the Lodge Wiſdom at his 


uſual Reſidence at Norfolk in Virginia. 


os. 


The Provincial Lodge of Wiſdom, aſſembles itſelf regularly ay 
firſt Monday of each month. 


Non Reſident Members. 


LOUIS VALETIN, Doctor of Medicine, born at Soulange, 
aged 40. R. N. 

LOUIS CLAUD HENRY MONTMAIN, Inhabitant of St. 
Domingo, born at Tonnere, aged 57p—. R. . 

JEAN JAQUE DARRAS, inhabitant of Guadaloupe, born at 
Pont St. Eſprit, aged 43. M. 

JOSEPH VINCENT, inhabitant of St. Domingo, born at Mall- 
tre, aged 54: C: 

LOUIS MAXIMILLIAN MILLET, Commiſſary, el 
in the ſervice of the French Republic, born at Paris, aged 26. M. 

JEAN JAQUE LAT OUR, employed in the ſervice of the 
French Republic, born at Luire, aged 28. M. 

ANNE NOURRI, employed in the ſervice of the French Re- 
public, born at Rochelle, aged 26: M: 

DON JEUX, ſenior captain of infantry, merchant at Northamp- 
ton, born in Lorrain, aged 45. 

JOSEPH BERMOTTE, merchant at Charleſton, born at Ar- 
ras, aged 46:- M: P: 

CLEMENT RICHARD, trader at New Caſtle, born in 
France, aged 51: M: P: 

HONORE NELLE, merchant at Edenton, North Carolina, 
born in France, aged 61: C: 

JOHN CONTON, chemiſt, reſident at Charleſton, born at Mar- 
feilles, aged 63. C. 

MATTHEW WILLIS, inhabitant of Virginia, born in the 
county of Norfolk. 

WILLIAM HOFFLER, reſiding in the county of Norfolk, 
born in Virginia, aged 46 years. M. 

PIERRE DABADIE, ſenior, ſhip captain, born at Bayonne, 
aged 51: R: : 

MAYER DARKIN, Merchant at Peterſburg, born at Berlin in 


BLOUET), 


Pruſſia, aged 61; M: 


1 


BLOUET, curate of Jacmel, in the Iſland St. Domingo, born in 
Britany, aged 43: R: : 


OLIVER AIMABLE COURSATT, born at Havre, aged 


43: R: *: 
CHARLES HERVIEUX, ſea captain, born at Dieppe in Nor- 
mand, aged 38: R: : 
JACOB ABRAHAM, merchant at Richmond, born in Poland, 
aged Og: El: - 
- JOHN SANS, inhabitant of Yotk, born at Bayonne, aged 40: 
PIERRE VERGNE, merchant at Philadelphia, born in France, 


aged 61. R. . 
EINE TROVUIN, merchant at Richmond, born at Toulon, 
aged 41. R. 


. 
5 NICHOLAS PETIT, ſhip captain, born at Sanmur, aged 34. 
. 

M. MORDECAT, chemiſt and merchant at Richmond, born at 
Poland, aged 66. M. P. 

AUBIN DE LA FOREST, merchant at Richmond, born at 
Rochefort, aged 58. M. 

FRANCOIS VIGIE, merchant, born at Mompellier, aged 36. 
M : 

FRANCIS GRUAU, inhabitant of Petit Goave, in the Iſland 
of St. Domingo, born at Paris. R. . | 

FRANCOIS DOMENGEOD, inhabitant of Miragouane, Ifle 
of St. Domingo, born at the Iſle of France, aged 39, R: *: 

GABRIEL DESIRE NICHOLAS, inhabitant at Aquin, in 
St. Domingo, born in the ſame quarter, aged 32, M: 

JOSEPH NICHOLAS DUHAMAU, inhabitant of Miragou- 


ane in St. Domingo, born (au fond des Negres) the ſame quarter, M : 


PIERRE FRANCOIS ELIE LOLAIGNE; inhabitant of 
Miragouane, St. Domingo, born at Logan, the fame Ifle, aged 37, 
M : 

JOSEPH MARTIN, Merchant at Alexandria, born at Digne 
in Provence, aged 48, M: P: 

JEAN MARAULT DUPONT, Merchant at Miiragouene Sr, 
Domingo, born at Caſtel, Moron, aged 49, M: 

GUSTAVUS ADAMUS RESTINIUS, Sea Captain, a 
Swede, born at Diſtad in Sweden, aged 45, M: 

JACQUE 28 BOUTEILLIER, "Lieutenant of a French veſſcl; 
born in the Department of the Mozelle, aged 50, M: 

FORZ I, Doctor in Medicine, born in Ville Entardenois, De- 
partment of Maine, aged 37, C: 

FRANCOIS BERTHOME, Door in Medicine, born at Pe- 
lerin near Nantes, C: 

JOSEPH NATHAN, Merchant, Aux Cayes St. Domingo, 
born at Libourne in 'Puſcany, aged 29, R: 

NICHOLAS HENNEQ!U1N, bora at Metz, department cf 
z, : P: 

CESAR 
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CESAR AUGUSTA DERVEZ, doctor in Medicine, born 
at Lochelle, department of Aiſne, aged 35, M: 

JEAN BAPTISTE CABRIT, Doctor in Medicine, born at 
Cabrit, department of Loz and Gironde, aged 35, M: 

LOUIS PROUVEUR, merchant, born at Havre, aged 29, M : 

JEAN JOSEPH BONNAUD, inhabitant of Fort Dauphin 
St. Domingo, born at Tourbes in Province, aged 38, Ap: 

ETIENNE ROCQUE PLANE, merchant at St. Domingo, 
born at Siotat in Province, aged 28, App: 

PIERRE RESCANIERE, inhabitant of St. Domingo, bora 
in Languedoc, aged 35, Ap 

CHARLES DE SAINT LAURENT, Marine officer of 
France, born. in Britanny, aged 31, M: 

Re py CLEMENS, doctor in Medecine, born at Liſle, aged 

P: 

oF JEAN FRANCOIS XAVIER DANIEL, Marine Officer, 
born at St, Malo, aged 37, C: 

LOUIS GINAT, Marine Officer, born at Geneva, aged 29, 
M: P: 

JUETTE, Merchant at Baltimore, born in Normandy, aged 34, 


Ap: | 
MARTHURIN PIERRE COUSSY, inhabitant of St. Do- 
mingo, born at Nantes, aged 40, M: P: | 

LOUIS HAMEL, Sea Captain, born aged —— M: 

RICHARD RIMBAUD, Merchant, born at Bourdeaux, aged 
31, Ap: 

HONORE MONIER, Sea Captain, born at Marſcilles, aged 
39, M: | 
. BERTRAND LANGE, jun. born at Bayonne, aged 29, M : 

ee: 


FRANCOIS FRAISSE, born at Toulon, aged 28, M: 


Men believe their eyes 
farther than their ears. 
The way by precept is long, 


By order of lle very ReſpeAable 
Los ge. 
G1ZEU, 


Secretary. 
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EXPLANATORY REMARKS. 


F ROM the preceding documents we learn that the Lodge of Mi,. 
dom, eſtabliſhed at Portſmouth in Virginia, is a branch of the Grand 
Orient of France; and conſiſts chiefly of foreigners, and theſe French. 
men from France or her Weſt-India dominions ; that it was inſtitu- 
ted as early as 1786,* and was at that period the Two THOUSAND 
SIX HUNDRED AND SIXTIETH branch from the original ſtock. 

We further learn that there is a ſiſter Lodge at New-York, called 
the Grand Orient of New-York, which from its name and the num- 
ber of Lodges it has inſtituted, is probably the firſt and princi- 
pal branch which the Mother Club in France has eſtabliſhed in 
America. From this New- Vork Lodge iſſued the French Lodge, 
called the UNION, to which the preceding letter was addreſſed, 
which appears to have been conſtituted about a year ago, and was 
the fourteenth branch from its ſecondary ſtock. The places where 
theſe 14 branches exiſt we are left to conjecture from their fruits. 

From the documents it alſo appears that there is maintained an in- 
timate and fraternal correſpondence between the various branches of 
this ſociety in America and St. Domingo, and alſo with the Grand 
Orient of France, where there is a regular deputy from the Lodge 
of IVi/dem in Virginia; and that they interchange liſts of the names 
of their members, with ſuch deſcriptions annexed, as are well cal- 
culated to make them known to each other. 

The beſt informed Free Maſons among us, who have ſeen the 
preceding documents, diſclaim theſe ſocieties. The titles of ſome 
of their Dignitaries, their ſeal and motto, they declare are not Ma- 


ſonic. Theſe ſocieties have preſumptuouſly aſſumed the forms of 


Maſonry ; but are not of the order of true and good Maſons. They 
are impoſtors. 

The Lodge of WW:/dom, a liſt of whoſe members is here given, 
conſiſts of one hundred. It appears that there are ſixteen other So- 
cieties, including the Maſonic Work- hop at Peterſburg in Virginia, 
which ſeems to be of an inferior grade, ſomewhere among us; ad- 
mitting that they all conſiſt of an equal number of members, there 
are no leſs than ſeventeen hundred of theſe Illuminati among us, all 
bound together by oath and the molt intimate correſpondence. Nay 
there is too much reaſon to fear that the many thouſands of French- 
men who are ſcattered through the United States, particularly ſouth- 
ward of New-England, are combined and organized (with other 
foreigners, and ſome diſaffected and unprincipled Americans) in theſe 
Societies; and are regularly inſtructed and directed by their maſters 
in France, and that they are in concert, ſyſtematically conducting 
the plan of revolutionizing this country. 

The principles and objects of this Society are in part deducible 
from their Latin Mo, and their horrid ſeal ; but more fully from 
a recurrence to Profeſſor Robiſon's and the Abbe Barruel's accounts 
of the inſtitution, principles and objects of the Grand Orient of 

France; 


I his appears (rom the Scal. 
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France; for the ſtreams muſt always partake of the qualities of the 
fountain. 

The Motto of this ſociety is remarkable. Amplius homines, ooulis 
quam auribus credunt. {ter longum ęſt per precepta, breve et efficax per 
exempla. Literally rendered, it is thus : “ Men believe their eyes 
farther than their ears. The way by precept is long, but ſhort anch 
efficacious by example.” The ſpirit of the motto is better expreſſed 
in the following more liberal tranſlation, © Men more readily be- 
lieve what they ſee than what they hear. They are taught ſlowly by 
precept, but the effect of example is ſudden and powerful.“ 

This inſcription, it may be preſumed, was choſen as indicative of 
the primary objects of the Soicety. It was formed then, not for pe- 
culation but for adivity. Precepts are ſcorned, while a&tions are con- 
ſidered as the only effectual mode of teaching mankind, and of pro- 
ducing a change in their opinions. This is clearly the object, if the 
inſcription has any meaning. If the opinions of men reſpecting go- 
vernment and religion are not thoſe which are to be changed by the 
ſcenes now paſſing before their eyes, what is the object? The Society 
alone can anſwer. Their own actions as a ſociety ſurely cannot be 
intended, for the very exiſtence of the Society is deſigued to be a 
fecret, The changes which they can produce by ſecret influence and 
intrigue, the novel arts which they can thus exhibit before the eyes of 
men, are doubtleſs to be the efficacious means of teaching men the 
new ſyſtem of philoſophy, which ſets at defiance, and contemns all 
old and ſettled opinions, by which the government of nations and 
the conduct of individuals have heretofore been directed. 

The Seal of this Society is doubtleſs intended as a further indica- 


tion of their deſigns ; and an inſpection of it in this view, will induce 


one to believe they muſt be of the moſt horrid nature. I have cauſ- 


| ed an exact copy from the original to be annexed, becauſe no de- 


ſeription of mine can do it juſtice, It may probably be emblematical 
of one of the rituals of the Grand Orient 45 France, which 1 here 
recite from Profeſſor Rosrsox, as the beſt comment upon it. 
A candidate for reception into one of the higheſt Orders, after 
&© having heard many threatenings denounced againſt all who ſhould 
&« betray the Secrets of the Order, was conducted to a place where 
&© he ſaw the dead bodies of ſeveral who were ſaid to have ſuffered 
&« for their treachery. He then ſaw his own brother tied hand and 
% foot, begging his mercy and interceſhon. He was informed that 
this perſon was about to ſuffer the puniſhment due to this offence, 
and that it was reſerved for him (the candidate) to be the inſtru- 
* ment of this juſt vengeance, and that this gave him an opportunity 
* of manifeſting that he was completely devored to the Order. Ir 
e being obſerved that his countenance gave ſigns of inward horror, 
&* (the perſon in bonds imploring his mercy all the while) he was 
told that in order to ſpare his feelings, a bandage ſhould be put 
„over his eyes. A dagger was then put into his right hand, and 
„being hood-winked, his left hand was laid upon the palpitating heart 
« of the criminal, and he was then ordered to ſtrike, He inſtantly 
| E © obeyed ; 
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( 34 ) 
& gheyed; and when the bandage was taken from his eyes, he ſaw 
& that it was a lamb that he had ttabbed. Surely ſuch trials and ſack 
* wanton cruchy are tit ouly for training conſpirators.” “ 

Put we cannot with certainty and accuracy determine what are the, 
principles and objects of this extenſive aſſociation without recurring 
to the accounts which Proſeſſor Robiſon and the Abbe Barrnel have 
given us of the principles and objects of the Grand Orient of France. 
This is a ſuhiect of great moment, and requires more attention than, 
T have at preſent either health or leiſure to beſtow. I intend not to 
Joſe ſicht of it, however, and will, as carly as poſſible, lay before the 
public ſuch a view of the original Inſtitution, as the two foremention- 
ed works avd other documents ſhall furniſh, I will only obſerve, 
here that it appears from Proſeſſor Rabiſcuſ that about eight years 
belore the Revolution in France, the Duke of Orleans, whoſe cha- 
racer is “ [tained with every thing that can degrade or diſgrace hu- 
man nature,” f had the addreſs, by means of much intrigue and ma- 
ny bribes and promiſes to procure himſelf elected Grand Maſter of 
France, and to get under his direction all the Improved (another 
word for [lluminated) Lodges of France. © The whole aſſociation, 


ſays Mr. Robiſon, was called the GRAND ORIENT of Fraxct, and 
in 1785, contained 266 of theſe Lodges. Thus (adds Mr. Robi- 


ſon) tae Duke of Orleans had the management of all thoſe Secret 


Socreties ; and the licentious and irreligious ſentiments which were 
currently preached there, were ſure of his hearty concurrence. The 
fame intrigue which procured him the ſupreme chair muſt have filled 
the Lodges with his dependents and emiſſaries; and theſe men could 
not better earn their pay than by doing their utmoſt to propagate in- 


fidelity, immorality and impurity of manners.” || | 


From a work written by a Mr. Lefranc, Preſident of the Semi- 
nary of Eudiſis at Caen in Normandy, the 2d Edition of which was 
= ge at Paris, 1792, it appears that the Author has, from a col- 
ection of papers which had fallen into his hands upon the death of a 


friend, made important diſcoveries concerning the principles and 


views of this aſſociation. ** The peruſal of theſe papers, he ſays, 
filled him with aſtoniſhment and anxiety. For he found that doc- 
trines were taught, and maxims of conduct were inculcated, which 
were ſubverſive of religion and of all good order in the ſtate; and 
which not only countenanced diſloyalty and ſedition, but even in- 
vited it,” 

That there are branches and conſiderably numerous too, of this 
infernal aſſociation in this country, we have now full proof. That 
they hold and propagate ſimilar doctrines and maxims of conduct is 
abundantly evident from what is paſſing continually before our eyes. 
They even boaſt that their plans are deeply and cxtenfively laid, and 

cannot. 
* Rob. p. 285. + 278, 279, Phila. Edit. + Ibid. p. 274. 
£ In this namber are probably included the Lodges in France on, otherwiſe 
the increaſe melt have been etontſhingly rapid, in crder to have had the 7744 
Handl, jex bu red and fixifth e ied in America in 1786. 


4 Robiion, p. 279. J Ibid. p. 280. 
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cannot be defeated, and that ſucceſs is certain, If then, Americans, 
we do not ſpeedily take for our motto, Vigilance, Union and Adivity, 
and act accordingly, we muſt expect ſoon to fall victims to the arts 
and the arms of that nation, “ on the title page of whole laws, as 
well as on its ſtandards, is written the emphatic and deſeriptixe 
motto of X 

© HAVOC AND SPOIL AND RUIN ARE OUR GAIN,” 


Nor (C.) page 13. N 
A Letter from Holland, an extract of which is now before me, 
informs, that ſince the French had taken poſſeſhon of that country, 
« the people were not called together as formerly by ringing of bells, 
and miniſters were not permitted to wear a band or other diſtinctive 
ornaments, without the walls of the church.“ 
Letters from a correſpondent, in Edinburgh, alſo in my poſſeſſion, 


dated January 27, 1797, fay, 


The Rev. Dr. Hinlopen, a worthy miniſter of Utrecht, was ſuſ- 
pended ſome months, by the preſent rulers in Holland; but this oc+ 
caſioned ſuch general murmurings and diſguſt, that they found it ne- 
ceſſary to replace him. The depriving all Miniſters and Univerſity 
Profeſſors of legal ſalaries from government, is a meaſure, of which 
many in power are fond. But I have not ſufficient information how 
far they have or have not ſucceeded.” 

Auguſt 1, 1797. 

& Dr. Pierſon, Miniſter in Amſterdam, has ſuffered ſeverely by the 
Revolution. His loſs is eſtimated at C. 3000 ſterling. For about 
a year and an half he was in fa& a priſoner in his own houſe. But 
on the 15th of April, 1797, the committce of vigilance forced him 
out of it, and put him in priſon, none having acceſs to him except 
the Jailor and his ſervants, and he and his lady were not permitted to 
write each other without their inſpection. The firſt ten days Mrs. 
Pierſon was not allowed to ſend him any victuals. The 27th of 
April they delivered him up to the committee of juſtice. 

A Lady writes to a Friend in Scotland that“ his enemies can lay 
nothing to his charge.” | 

Theſe are among innumerable facts to prove the hoſtility of the 
French Revolutioniſts to the Clergy. 

Anacharſis Cloots, a member of the National Convention, was 
wont to ſay—* Kings and Prieſts are uſeleſs things. They are deſ- 
pots and corrupters.” And they are treated by the French and their 
emiſſaries without diſtinction and in every country, as if what this 
avowed Atheilt aſſerts concerning them were true. 


Norte (D.) page 14. 

THz meaſures alluded to in the foregoing paragraph were propoſed 
to the Legiſlature during the laſt ſeſſion in the form of a Bill, which 
was ſupported with much zeal by ſome of the members. The pur- 
port of this Bill, as I have been informed, from very reſpectable au- 
| 0 E 2 thority, 

$ See Mallet Du Pan, p. 110. 
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( 36 ) 
thority, was that any individual producing a certificate from the clerk- 
of any aſſociation of men for religious purpoſes, that he or ſhe, ac- 
tually contributed to the ſupport of public worſhip, ſhould exempt 
ſuch perſon from all legal aſſeſſments or requiſitions, for the mainte- 
nance of public teachers.“ 

Had this Bill paſſed into a law, it is eaſy to ſee that it would 
have juſtified and protected (as was no doubt the intention of the 
Bill, though by no means of all who may have voted for it) f the diſ- 
affected, the irreligious and the deſpiſers of public worſhip and of the 
Chriſtian Sabbath, in every town and pariſh, in withdrawing that ſup- 
port of the Chriſtian Miniſtry which the Jaws now oblige them to 
give. This claſs of people is not ſmall in many of our towns and 
pariſhes : and their ſupport taken · away would reduce many of the 
Clergy to a ſituation that would compel them to leave their people. 
The ultimate effects of ſuch a law, it is eaſy to foreſee, would be the 
diviſion and ruin of many of the pariſhes in the Commonwealth. 
Happily the wiſdom of the Legiſlature foreſaw the evil and pre- 
vented it. 


Norx ny Page 17. | 

Ser a Sermon, 5 — with ſound ſenſe and piety, entitled, “ Political Inſtrue- 
tions from the Prophecies of Gon's Word,” preached at Hartford, (Con.) on the 
State "Thankſgiving, Nov. 29; 1798, by the Rev. NATHAN STRONG. 

« An ingenious and learned ſermon, lately publiſhed by the Rev. Preſident 
Dwight, hath juſtly explained the three impure ſpirits, under the ſixth vial, that 
went out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beaſt, and out 
of the mouth of the falſe prophet, to mean the principles of infidelity, which 
within a century have riſen in the old chriſtian world. Ihe events and the effects 
ſo preciſely mark the period of prophecy, that we cannot miſtake it. Ihe cauſes 
of the preſent war in Europe lie in the moral world. Theſe impure ſpirits have 
already gathered the —_ or nations, to the battle of the great da of Gop Al- 
mighty. The battle is — 22 blood is running, and it will run. There 
may be a multitude of contradicting events, but the principal features of the ſcene 
will be the ſame until this Babylon is fallen. It is the irreſiſtible work of Gop 
and muſt go on, for the mouth of the Lord himſelf hath ſpoken it. And while 
the work is going on, ſome will ſee and give glory to the Gop of heaven; but 
thoſe who are molt deeply involved in theſe events will neither ſee nor fear.” 

Thid. 


NoTe (F.) Page 20. 
« IT is a matter of extreme aſtoniſhment to me, (ſays Biſhop Wat ſonf) how 


any man of ſenſe can expect to carry on any government without the aid of reli- 


gien. The Greeks and Romans had their Eu] and their Tartarus, their hopes 
and fears of futurity, to aſſiſt the impotency, and to extend the agency, of civil 
law. But when the doc rines of Epicurvs became general at Rome; when men 
were taught that there was no ſuture ſtate; that Death was Eternal Sleep, the 
bonds of moral obligation, thoſe ſinews of ſociety, were broken. Then, ſays Pa- 
terculus, non gradu ſed precipiti curſu a virtute d:ſcitum et ad vitia tranſcurſum eſi=— 
and Rome fell.” 


Not having ſcen the Bill, I ſtate its contents as given by one who was per- 
ſonally intereſted in the queſtion, and confirmed by others in a like ſituation, and 
may therefore be relied on as correct as to —— 

+ It was introduced at the cloſe of the ſeſſion, when the houſe was thin, and 
the members preſent many of them, anxious to return to their homes, and ſome 
who may have given their votes in favour of the Bill, may not, on theſe accounts, 
have paid that attention to it which its importance demanded. 4171. 


o 


Charge to the Clergy of the dioceſe of Landaft, June, 1798. 1 
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